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The East Sea (or South China Sea, SCS) dispute is now the biggest challenge on economy, defense and foreign policy of Vietnam. The dispute has significant impact on the national security and peaceful development of this country. The assessment and resolving of SCS dispute require deepest insights at a strategic level and timeliness of implementation since the situation is becoming increasingly complex and not only related to Vietnam, China, but also other countries in the region and beyond. Economic strength and defense capability are considered the internal resources of a country. The combination of internal resources with effective foreign policy that is being regarded as external power, forming "3D Security Framework", will guarantee national security. Due to limited scope, this paper will only focus on a few of the characteristics of "external means" of diplomacy of Vietnam, namely bilateral and multilateral relations in the region as well as internationally. Vietnam regards these means as one of the powers to best encounter the challenges of the SCS dispute.
Vietnam within East Sea's Debate Envisioned through the Lens of Diplomacy
Overall, the South China Sea (SCS) dispute is taking place in three related and interactive layers. Each layer has significant features that require of strategic leaders careful consideration.
In the core layer, the conflict is a rivalry between China and Southeast Asian countries which have territorial claims in the SCS, including Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Brunei. At this layer, Taiwan is also a party to the dispute, but due to the specific relationship between China and Taiwan, as well as signs that China and Taiwan are working together, China and Taiwan should be seen essentially as a single party to the dispute. Among the Southeast Asian countries participating in the dispute, unlike In the core layer of the SCS issue, the two disputes of China against Vietnam and the Philippines take the first place.
Meanwhile, the middle layer of the SCS dispute is related to the confrontation between China and Southeast Asian countries as a block, namely the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 1 Although not all ASEAN countries are related to the SCS territorial disputes, ASEAN itself has an interest in the settlement of these disputes to ensure peace, security, freedom of navigation in the region, as well as ASEAN's political prestige. For years, the SCS dispute has taken place mainly in the two mentioned above spheres. However, the development of the situation in the region over time shows the current momentum of the conflict also comes from a newly formed relationship that is the strategic competition between the U.S. and China. The U.S., although are not directly affected by the dispute, is concerned about the excessive ambition of China in the SCS, which threatens the peace and stability of the region. This gives the U.S. a reason to get more involved in the dispute. What the U.S. wants to ensure through their involvement is not only peace or freedom of navigation in the SCS, but more profoundly, the United States seems to use SCS dispute as a case in which the U.S. shows prevention to the rise of China in both regional and global scope.
The multilateral diplomacy of Vietnam with efforts to resolve the dispute in the SCS is correspondingly based on three layers described above, which are: using The UNCLOS provides legal definitions to clarify the claims to territorial waters.
The proper interpretation and application of the UNCLOS terms will curb and control the threats to maritime security. Being in "the most strategic area" 5 about regional security with emphasis on maritime security. All participants agreed that the maritime disputes in the SCS must be peacefully resolved on the basis of international law including the UNCLOS1982, and by regional Treaties. 6 The ADMM is a new step in the framework of defense cooperation. So far, ASEAN countries have established tight bilateral and multilateral channels between their Armed Forces.
Maritime security is a special issue that obtains a particular emphasis in the working program of the ADMM.
ADMM+ (plus) is the expanded forum of ADMM which is attended by Defense
Ministers of 10 ASEAN countries and 8 ASEAN partnership countries including Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Russia and the United States. and alleviated, the tensions in the SCS could easily be driven to irreversible levels.
